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GOOD GENERAL VOWEL LIST FOR ANY ACCENT 
	
  

ʊə	
  
&	
  u:	
  

1.	
  The	
  fluent	
  hewer	
  moved	
  the	
  gruel	
  to	
  the	
  stewer	
  of	
  bluer	
  prunes	
  with	
  a	
  congruent,	
  poor,	
  cruel	
  doer.	
  

ʊ:	
   2.	
  ‘Look	
  at	
  the	
  cook	
  book’,	
  said	
  the	
  cook	
  as	
  he	
  took	
  the	
  pullets	
  and	
  put	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  nook.	
  

ıə	
   3.	
  A	
  weird	
  fear	
  was	
  here	
  by	
  the	
  cleared	
  mere	
  from	
  here	
  to	
  here	
  in	
  the	
  bleary	
  clearing.	
  

æ	
   4.	
  The	
  sad	
  man	
  was	
  actually	
  a	
  cad,	
  when	
  marriage	
  was	
  banned	
  and	
  the	
  bad	
  hand	
  got	
  splashed	
  by	
  the	
  stacked	
  hash.	
  

aʊ	
   5.	
  ‘It’s	
  how	
  a	
  stout	
  brown	
  owl	
  scowled’,	
  mouthed	
  the	
  house	
  mouse,	
  ‘and	
  it’s	
  out	
  with	
  a	
  foul	
  brown	
  trout’.	
  	
  

əʊ	
   6.	
  ‘I	
  hope	
  you	
  don’t	
  go	
  home	
  alone’,	
  moaned	
  the	
  old	
  crone	
  who	
  was	
  holding	
  a	
  cold	
  toasting	
  poker	
  of	
  oak.	
  

ɔ:	
   7.	
  A	
  bored	
  walker	
  swore	
  talking	
  about	
  corn	
  was	
  a	
  chore,	
  in	
  the	
  storm-­‐torn	
  store	
  outside	
  the	
  law.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

8.	
  She’s	
  got	
  a	
  soft	
  spot	
  in	
  the	
  grotto	
  for	
  washing	
  tops	
  and	
  bottoms	
  of	
  costly	
  socks	
  while	
  watching	
  odd-­‐bods.	
  

ə	
   9.	
  Actors	
  and	
  authors	
  have	
  a	
  special	
  set	
  of	
  acquaintances	
  above	
  another	
  mezzanine	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  gallery	
  where	
  
women	
  can	
  alert	
  the	
  workers.	
  

ju:	
   10.	
  Tunes	
  are	
  used	
  for	
  new	
  moves	
  to	
  lose	
  the	
  clues	
  about	
  astute	
  losers,	
  whose	
  crude	
  boots	
  bruise	
  the	
  loose	
  newts.	
  

ɑ:	
   11.	
  The	
  task	
  was	
  the	
  last	
  that	
  the	
  past	
  master	
  could	
  grasp,	
  but	
  one	
  can’t	
  mark	
  his	
  charm	
  harmfully.	
  

ʌ	
   12.	
  Don’t	
  touch	
  much	
  stuff,	
  said	
  the	
  glum,	
  sun-­‐struck	
  nun	
  who	
  worried	
  over	
  the	
  fun-­‐loving	
  wonders.	
  

aı	
   13.	
  I	
  might	
  if	
  I	
  could	
  try	
  by	
  buying	
  slyly,	
  fly	
  from	
  the	
  guile	
  of	
  the	
  white	
  guys.	
  

ɔı	
   14.	
  A	
  boy	
  with	
  a	
  coin	
  had	
  a	
  choice	
  of	
  moist	
  soil,	
  and	
  boiled	
  spoilt	
  oysters	
  in	
  broiled	
  oil.	
  

eə	
   15.	
  ‘There	
  there’,	
  said	
  the	
  scared,	
  caring	
  fairy	
  to	
  the	
  fair	
  glaring	
  pair	
  with	
  flared	
  hair.	
  

ʒ:	
   16.	
  The	
  stern	
  learner	
  heard	
  from	
  a	
  bird	
  how	
  to	
  burn	
  turf	
  in	
  Turkey	
  and	
  Burma.	
  

e	
   17.	
  The	
  hell-­‐bent	
  hen	
  was	
  speckled	
  and	
  freshly	
  sent	
  by	
  the	
  men	
  of	
  the	
  tenth	
  regiment	
  of	
  the	
  seventh	
  section.	
  

eı	
   18.	
  ‘Stay	
  and	
  wait’,	
  stated	
  the	
  mate	
  ‘or	
  play	
  stale	
  games	
  in	
  the	
  grey,	
  unmade	
  plain,	
  and	
  gain	
  no	
  pain’.	
  

ı	
   19.	
  The	
  kids	
  were	
  hidden	
  in	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  the	
  tin	
  bins,	
  where	
  the	
  hit	
  list	
  was	
  still	
  wished	
  to	
  fictionally	
  exist.	
  

i:	
   20.	
  She	
  was	
  seen	
  to	
  be	
  evil,	
  in	
  the	
  mean	
  streets	
  where	
  the	
  bees	
  feed,	
  and	
  schemes	
  are	
  the	
  key.	
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RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION – Andrew Jack (based on International Phonetic Alphabet) 
 

Vowel Sounds 	
   	
   Consonants 	
  

sure ʊə plosives pin p 
who u: 	
   bin b 
would ʊ: 	
   	
   	
  

here ıə 	
   tin t 
and æ 	
   din d 
now aʊ 	
   come k 

know əʊ 	
   gun g 
aught ɔ: 	
   	
   	
  

of IIo affricate chain tʃ 

the ə 	
   Jane dʒ 
new ju: 	
   	
   	
  

art ɑ: fricative fine f 

must ʌ 	
   vine v 
fight aı 	
   think θ 
toil ɔı 	
   this ð 

care eə 	
   seal s 
learn ʒ: 	
   zeal z 
then e 	
   sheep ʃ 

take eı 	
   measure ʒ 
his ı 	
   	
   	
  

ease i: glottal how h 
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
   	
   nasal some m 
	
   	
   	
   sun n 
	
   	
   	
   sung ŋ 
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
   	
   lateral level [ l ] ɫ 
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
   	
   semi-vowel right r 
	
   	
   	
   wet w 
	
   	
   	
   yet j 
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Additional Vowels Additional Symbols 	
  

[y] a lip rounded [i:] 
[∅] a lip rounded [e] 

[œ] a lip rounded [  ] 
[o] back vowel 
[a] front vowel 

[ ˌ ] more close [ ] 
[  ] more open [ ] 

[ .. ] centralizing vowel [aë ] 

[ɚ] R coloured vowel 

[ ] glottal stop 

[h] aspirated [th] 
[ ,] unaspirated consonant [tˌ] 
[ ~ ] nasal vowel [ãe ] 
[   ] uvular R 

 


